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Firstly, thank you to IWA for the funding provided to support our very close neighbours
who have suffered such devastation within their small community.  Half the homes and

some business in the town were completely destroyed. 
At the Harcourt Dinner, these beautiful flowers became a powerful symbol of hope and

recovery.
The story behind them is remarkable.

The lady pictured with President Deb lost everything in the January fires — her house,
sheds, fences, and her beloved garden was completely destroyed.

Among the devastation were two rows of dahlia bulbs. Within just a few weeks, one row
began to show new growth, eventually producing the stunning flowers seen in these

photos.
For the ladies present at the dinner, these blooms represented far more than flowers. They

became a reminder that even after immense loss, new life, hope, and recovery can still
emerge from the ashes.

Sometimes the smallest signs of growth carry the greatest meaning.
Again thank you for IWA support.

In Friendship,

A follow up to our March
‘26 report. 

President of the Inner
Wheel Club of Bendigo,
A61, supporting families

recovering from the
recent devastating fires in

Harcourt, Victoria.
Thank you to Bernadette

Storer for this update.



May 2026 

With the drought in South Australia continuing, Inner Wheel
Australia was proud to support the Pioneer Adventure Day
at Tailem Bend Pioneer Village with a donation of $5,000
from our Disaster Fund. Organised and coordinated by S.A.
Rotary, the day provided farming families and those
running businesses in Rural Towns an opportunity to
reconnect and re-inspire.
Registrants were provided a FREE day of fun, entertainment,
food, health checks and haircuts - and over $50,000 of
Grocery giveaways as they left.
The day was a huge success, with over 600 families
registering to attend, and more than 200 volunteers making
sure all went to plan – including many of our Inner Wheel
members. 
More information and photos can be found at:
https://rotarypioneeradventureday.au/home

March  2026 
PART OF A BROADER SERIES OF BLAZES ACROSS VICTORIA IN

JANUARY 2026,
FIERCE WINDS FANNED FLAMES INTO THE HARCOURT VALLEY,

WHERE MORE THAN 47 HOMES, LOCAL BUSINESS AND
COMMUNITY STRUCTURES BEING LOST. MEMBERS OF BENDIGO
CLUB IN DISTRICT A60 FORMED A COMMITTEE TO ORGANISE A

SPECIAL FUNCTION TO PROVIDE CARE AND SUPPORT TO SOME OF
THE IMPACTED FAMILIES. INNER WHEEL AUSTRALIA WAS PROUD

TO PROVIDE A DONATION OF $5,000. THE FUNCTION WAS HELD IN
MAY – IN THE CFA FIRE STATION. 

https://rotarypioneeradventureday.au/home


The January 2026 Victorian bushfires were a significant disaster, with
many thousands of hectares burned and the loss of countless

livestock. Many homes and structures were also destroyed. A state of
disaster was declared for 18 local government areas. With recovery

underway, and many individuals and communities impacted, District
A61 requested IWA consider providing a donation to the recovery

efforts. The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) was co-ordinating the
response to requests for assistance in various ways: fuel, fodder, etc.

IWA was able to provide $5,000 from our Disaster Funds to VFF.

February 2026

With South Australia in the grips
of ongoing drought, IWA teamed
up with S.A.Rotary and donated

money for the provision of
fodder via Hay Heroes to farmers

desperate to access feed for
their stock.

March 2025



In March 2025, during heavy flooding, the Bulloo
River broke its banks – leading to 

widespread flooding in the tiny town of
Thargomindah, Qld. IWA made a donation to the 

community, which was greatly appreciated. 
The community made a video showcasing their

resilience: 

July 2025

The heroic efforts of the members of the
Forrest Beach Surf Life Saving Club (FBSLSC)

in Far North Queensland were highlighted
after they provided welfare checks, rescued

individuals trapped by rising floodwaters
using inflatable Rescue Boats and worked

tirelessly to clean up the coastline after the
floodwaters receded. One of our nearby

Inner Wheel clubs brought their efforts to the
attention of Inner Wheel Australia including

the need for a Defibrillator in the isolated
Forrest Beach community. $2,966.39 was

provided from the IWA Disaster Funds for the
purchase and installation of the defibrillator

at the FBSLSC.

February  2025

https://www.facebook.com/josharnoldmusic/videos/1757923958451037/?fs=e&s=TIeQ9V



July  2024
In November 2022 the
Eugowra community
(between Forbes and

Orange in NSW) was severely
impacted by flooding. The

IWA Disaster Funds provided
$7,000 to the Eugowra
Community Children’s

Centre to assist with the
clean-up, repair and
replacement of their

damaged fittings. An Open
Day and Appreciation

Luncheon was held on 8th
May 2024. 

More Details:
https://innerwheelaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2024-MAy-8th-report-of-ECCCAppreciation-Day-1.pdf?

fbclid=IwY2xjawRx8zNleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFTcWpEazl0b2dDSTl2Szd6c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHuMXm1FD4ErJjigJSo1HeM4ZF7P9xR-lijVLO1FxsKEuQrW2IDCJIlIzei63_aem_qhSa_Ab-
udMUasQfPjbr1g

In January 2024, $3,000 was provided to IWC of Gold Coast North to
assist storm & flood victims at Mt. Tamborine.

Vouchers were purchased and distributed.



January  2024

Anglicare’s Pantry & Wardrobe outlet in Cairns received a donation of $3,000 from
IWA’s Disaster funds. The money funded much needed linen following the

devastation caused throughout Far North Qld by Cyclone Jasper in December 2023.
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