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FROM THE IWA EXECUTIVE

MAY 2026

From President Clare
This month we celebrate our volunteers - and that’s all of our beautiful members. As we participate in our community
and personal service activities, we can all agree that ‘This is our year to volunteer’.  And you’ll find a new opportunity to
volunteer later in this edition...and some acknowledgements of some of our very special members, too.
Since my last newsletter, I have been busy with District visits, visits to Non-Districted clubs, an Executive meeting and
some more ‘Leading By Example’ forums on zoom - all planned so that I could base myself at my daughter's home in the
Melbourne suburb of Glen Waverley. A massive thank you to my Son-In-Law who was very 
welcoming, despite being quietly concerned that I might have moved in permanently.  
On my way to Victoria, I attended a meeting and lunch with ND Sutherland club. 
Members from Balmain and Wollongong IW Clubs also attended. With Anzac Day around the
corner, some of the Sutherland club ladies had set up an interesting display of family 
memorabilia dating back to the war years.  

My final Official visit was to Bendigo for District A60's meeting. Again, members travelled from
far and wide to be there. The meeting was followed by a Q & A session - a great idea - and an
opportunity for me to talk about some of our latest initiatives, from recycling to Facebook
advertising to the Code of Conduct!
 

District A61 held their meeting in Kilsyth. This proved to be a very central location,
and it was great to see so many of their members there.  And a bonus: my
purchases of fresh apples and rhubarb from the trading table were turned into a
delicious crumble by my 14 y.o. granddaughter. 

Next day I was off to Tasmania where I was hosted by the wonderful
members of Tamar Valley IW club. Despite concerns over fuel shortages,
several members carpooled to travel from other clubs to be there too. It
is truly inspirational and humbling to be made so welcome.

Back in Melbourne, and it was time to visit District A62. This
meeting was held in Warragul. The banner parade was impressive -
with all 10 clubs proudly represented. The next day, VP Yvonne and
I were joined by the rest of the Executive - including incoming IWA
Treasurer and VP - in Drouin for our Executive meeting. This proved
to be a very productive time, and special thanks go to Yvonne &
Clive for hosting us. 

Before leaving for home, I was delighted to be able to join Bendigo Club
again for the celebration of 60 years of IW membership for Aileen
Cambridge. A wonderful achievement! The day was themed in the 1960's -
who remembers wearing hats and gloves to such a special occasion as an
IW Club meeting!



My my, how fast is this IW year disappearing, nearing the end of May already, and the cold 
weather for us Melbournite’s  has arrived with a vengeance, but how lucky am I that I have a visit
the end of the month with the fantastic Conference26Committee in nice warm Maroochydore, 
but only for a few days. 
Speaking of the 2026 Conference team, this wonderful team of volunteers has been working 
hard, and the planning is going very smoothly to make this Conference one to remember. 
The Registration form & details will be on the Inner Wheel website soon & then to be 
emailed to our members.
The IWA Changeover is now only a few weeks away, and everything for both functions is coming together beautifully,
registrations have been rolling in. I’m really looking forward to catching up with many of you at both functions and to
celebrate another wonderful year of Inner Wheel friendship, meeting members , and working alongside such a fantastic
team.
As you all know, Volunteers’ Week is 18  - 24  May. Since we are all volunteers, it’s a wonderful opportunity to recognise
and appreciate the incredible work we do through Inner Wheel, both across Australia and internationally. We should all
feel very proud of the positive difference we make.           
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From Vice President Yvonne

HELP WANTED!

Would you like to be part of our media team?
If you have skills in any of these areas, we’d love to hear from you....

We are building a media support team - if you are interested in helping out
from time to time we’d love to hear from you.

Get in touch by email: iiw.au.nationalgb@gmail.com
and let us know how you can help...

I found this little ditty on the internet which is so true to us all.

The Volunteer Survival Guide 
Volunteers are magical folk - who somehow laugh through every joke.
 They tape the signs, arrange the chairs- and answer twenty random dares.
They smile when printers start to smoke - pretend they understood the bloke, who gave
directions vague and grand - “just move… that thing… over by the stand.”
They work on coffee, hope, and snacks - with aching feet and sore old backs.
 Yet still they say, “What else to do?” - which honestly seems strange but true.
So here’s to legends, one and all - who always answer duty’s call.
 The world would wobble, stall, and bend… without a volunteering friend

Making friends is one of the best things about volunteering! 
So thank you to every member for all you do for your clubs, communities and friends.

Happy Volunteering to you all     
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From Treasurer Jenni
                                     Hi Ladies

                                     Thinking about Volunteer Week inspired me to
                                         go to AI ... here is what I got back:

                                               
                                                
I’d say these speak for themselves, wouldn’t you?
 
Take care
Jenni

Have you seen the Disaster Fund information on our website?
Check it out at https://innerwheelaustralia.org.au/activities-events/NEW!
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we have welcomed new members to our Clubs,
and new Clubs to our Districts. Congratulations

and thank you for making the decision to join
us.

This year, we celebrate some amazing 
members of Inner Wheel!

Here are just a few....

MARGARETE GOLDING

AWARD to Joyce

Duncan (Balmain club)

Lorraine McKellar (A54)

who received the Lifelong

Citizen of the Shire of

Leeton award at the 2026

Australia Day Awards.

Nicola Baker (A76) received

2  place Volunteer of the

Year at the Women

Changing the World award
in Paris!

nd

YEARS OF 
INNER WHEEL 
MEMBEERSHIP

Aileen Cambridge - A60

Colleen Braithwaite - A54

Gail Coates - A50

Brenda Bowden - MAL

Frances Lagana - A76



To all our beautiful ladies, some thoughts about you ....
If you ever doubt the power of volunteers, just remember: Without them, nothing 
happens. With them, everything happens — sometimes all at once, but always with 
heart.

And let’s be honest — volunteering is also where you learn important life skills, such as:
Strategic Avoidance — the art of not making eye contact when someone says, “We just need one
more person…”
Rapid Adaptation — discovering you’re suddenly in charge of something because you stood still
too long.
Diplomatic Smiling — especially when someone says, “We’ve always done it

        this way.”                                                  
Snack‐Based Motivation — because nothing fuels a volunteer quite like a plate 

        of homemade slices.

This information will be published on the International Inner Wheel website to help raise awareness of Inner Wheel and
showcase the positive impact we have as an organisation. It is a wonderful opportunity
to highlight the incredible work of our members and to demonstrate the strength and 
reach of Inner Wheel worldwide.

To every volunteer — thank you. You make the world a better place.

Julie

From Immediate Past President Julie

From Secretary Sharon

With my best wishes to you all, and I look forward to lots of catch-ups 
at our Changeover in June.

Volunteering is a bit like popping in for “just one biscuit” at morning tea — you intend to be sensible, but suddenly you’re
holding a plate, a teapot, and someone’s handbag because they needed to duck off “just for a second.”

That’s the magic of volunteers. They arrive quietly, help loudly, and leave gracefully — usually with glitter on their sleeves
and a raffle ticket they don’t remember buying.

Our volunteers are the kind of women who can turn a chaotic room into a functioning event with nothing but a smile, a
pen, and the mysterious ability to find missing scissors. They don’t ask for applause, though they certainly deserve it. They
don’t ask for medals, though they’ve earned several. They simply show up, roll up their sleeves, and say, “Alright then,
what are we doing?”
                                       Does all this sound familiar ladies?    

IWA Secretary
Shazzie

Over the past few years, I have been fortunate to have met so many dedicated members who
generously share their skills, experience and time. Their commitment reflects the true spirit of service
and demonstrates the power of people working together for a common purpose. You are our amazing
volunteers!
I have been gathering information from our Clubs and Districts for International Inner Wheel. The
outstanding fundraising initiatives undertaken by our members in support of their charity projects are
truly inspiring. The creativity, compassion and dedication shown across our clubs continue to make a
meaningful difference within their communities around Australia and worldwide.

https://www.internationalinnerwheel.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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