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International Inner Wheel theme: 2025-2026 

Step up and Lead by Example 

 

    

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Kay gave an inspiring talk on the International Inner Wheel theme, and encouraged all 
members to “Step up by taking on a leadership role in IW, inspiring others to follow your 
lead to do likewise.  

Lead by Example within your community by displaying the ideals of Friendship and Personal 
Service whenever you can, by offering your time and support to projects that uphold our IW 
ideals and goals.” 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the November edition of the 
IWA Newsletter. This edition 
features the IWA conference, held in 
Corowa, NSW on 15 – 18th October.  
338 Registered for the Conference, 
and 306 attended the Gala dinner. 

IWA November Newsletter 

Inner Wheel Australia 
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IIW President Kay Morland attended the 
Conference in Corowa, where she 
explained the essence of the theme,  
and shared her visit to the UN with a 
power point presentation. 

President Kay would like us all to “make 
IW a leader in promoting 
compassion, empathy, tolerance and 
harmony worldwide”      

   Share this newsletter with 
someone 
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IWA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2025-2026: 

President Clare Swaan iiw.au.iwapresident@gmail.com  0414 434 776 

Vice President Yvonne Romp iiw.au.iwavicepresident@gmail.com 0425 763 158  

Immediate Past President Julie Brzozowski iiw.au.iwaipp@gmail.com 0409 491 107 

Secretary Sharon Lawrence iiw.au.nationalgb@gmail.com  0405 284 215  

Treasurer Jenni Bennett iiw.au.nationaltr@gmail.com  0414 381 398  

ELECTED OFFICER: 

 National Editor – Sue de Muelenaere     iiw.au.iwanationaleditor@gmail.com                  0402 761 825 

APPOINTED OFFICERS: 

Constitution Chairman              Karen Winters            iiw.au.iwaconstitutionchairman@gmail.com             0418 731 098 

Badge Officer     Pauline Barrett       (contact District Badge Officer)  

Directory Editor                             Suze Rogashoff         iiw.au.iwadirectory@gmail.com                                         0435 003 710 

National Project Coord.             Eluned Clark               iiw.au.iwanationalproject@gmail.com                           0429 100 094 

Media Administrator                    Alwyn Williams         iiw.au.iwamedia@gmail.com                                               0419 113 815 

Merchandise Officer                    Wendy Bennet         iiw.au.iwamerchandise@gmail.com                                0429 362 364 

Public Officer                                  Lorraine Hyde            iiw.au.iwapublicofficer@gmail.com                                 0412 808 736 

Returning Officer                           Karen McKenzie       iiw.au.iwareturningofficer@gmail.com                            0417 940 550 

    

 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Back Row: Council members 

Front Row: IIW President kay Morland, Executive Committee plus council members Leigh, Jan and Ann 

 

Diary Dates for 2025-2026 

IWA Changeover: 19 -20th June 2026, Beaconsfield, VIC 

IWA Conference: 14th – 17th October 2026 Maroochydore, QLD 

President Clare’s visits to all Districts and ND clubs:  

November 2025 – April 2026  

mailto:iiw.au.iwanationaleditor@gmail.com
mailto:iiw.au.iwaconstitutionchairman@gmail.com
mailto:iiw.au.iwadirectory@gmail.com
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My year started with a wonderful changeover at Gosford on the NSW Central Coast. Many of the members 
who attended added a couple of days on to the weekend to explore a little – and why not? I am very 
lucky to call the Central Coast ‘home’. 

We hit the ground running, keen to continue the momentum that had been generated in recent times.  

I have attended Kalamunda club’s 60th birthday celebrations and presented a Margarette Golding Award to 
Joyce Duncan from Balmain Inner Wheel club.  

In August we held our first Executive meeting at my home in Avoca Beach, and whilst a lot of hard work took 
place, we were still able to get to know one another a little better and have a few laughs together.  

There are many wonderful opportunities ahead for members this year. ‘Orange the World’ – the United 
Nations initiative to raise awareness of and take a stand against gender-based violence has been taken 
up by International Inner Wheel. Running for 16 days from 25th November to 10th December it is going to 
be huge – not just here in Australia, but around the world. 

You can now donate to Cord Blood Research every time you recycle your empties, simply by using an app on 
your phone. I am proud to have played a big part in getting this set up in all participating Container 
Deposit Centres around the country. Past IWA President Susan Chisholm liked to encourage us to ‘learn 
by doing’ and here is a perfect example. 

Our membership funding programme will be run again this year, with all Clubs and Districts encouraged to 
apply.  Last year, some terrific ideas were put forward, all with a view of promoting and encouraging 
membership of Inner Wheel. Consistent branding is key. It is early days, but we are confident this 
program will lead to new members. 

Inner Wheel Australia continues to undertake social media advertising – learning as we go. Responding to 
areas of need or potential membership growth the advertising can be fine-tuned to reach specific groups 
of people in specific locations.   

There is a new Inner Wheel club starting in Wonthaggi, Victoria and some very keen interest in starting a club 
in Canberra. This is encouraging, and a massive thank you goes out to all our members who are working 
so hard to make these clubs a reality. We have our sights set on more new clubs – is there an opportunity 
near you? 

We continue to focus on membership strength, growth and support, and I look forward to talking more about 
that as I visit Districts and our Non-Districted clubs in the months ahead, as well as learning about the 
many projects you are all involved with. It is an exciting time to be a member of Inner Wheel! 

Clare Swaan 
IWA President 2025-26 

 

IWA President Clare’s Message 

I write this fresh from our National Conference, held just a few weeks 
ago in the lovely town of Corowa NSW. The conference was a 
wonderful time of members coming together – to learn, share and 
have fun. Many reconnecting with old friends and making new 
ones. I would like to extend a massive thank you to the Corowa 
District Inner Wheel club members and all the members of District 
A54 who worked so hard over so many weeks to make the 
conference the success that it was. It will go down as one of the 
many highlights of my year as IWA President. 
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Day 1: 15 October: Registration – Ms Birdie 

Registration at Club Corowa where Conference Registrar Robyn Gillespie and members 
from District A54 welcomed all attendees with open arms, warm smiles, and a bag 
full of goodies. Trade tables were laden with all sorts of enticing items to buy, there 
were Raffle prizes galore, and the Cord Blood tables (4 of them!) looked magnificent. 
Members caught up with old friends and made many new ones! Such a wonderful 
warm atmosphere ensured a great start to the Conference. 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

Corowa’s the VIBE in 2025 
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Day 2:  Thursday 16 October: Council Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Council member Barbara Howells lit the Flame 
to start the meeting. 

IWA Executive and Council members with their beautiful scarves, given to them by IIW President Kay Morland 
(middle, front row). Everyone wore Orange in aid of the UN Domestic Violence Campaign, “Orange the World”  

President Julie with IIW President 
Mamta Gupta and IPP Susan 
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Day 2:  Thursday 16 October: Welcome Happy Hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IWA President Clare welcomed everyone. A delicious buffet was enjoyed by all, 
where we welcomed old friends and shared stories with new friends. 
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Day 3:  Friday 17 October: District Chairman’s Breakfast, Opening 
Ceremony, and Gala dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Today’s program included:  

District Chairman’s Breakfast (for District Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and Junior Vice Chairmen at the 
Heritage Motel), the Opening Ceremony including Banner presentation by District Chairmen, guest 
speakers Belinda Willoughby, Councillor Roberta Horne and Mayor Cheryl Cook. IIW President Kay 
Morland spoke about her theme for this Inner Wheel year, “Step up and lead by Example”. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest speaker Belinda Willoughby was such an inspiration to us all! Overcoming a double transplant, a heart attack, and 
with Type I diabetes, to win not one, but several medals at the transplant games, really inspired us to Step up! 

Chairmen, VC and JVC all enjoyed a scrumptious brekky 
with IIW President Kay and IWA President Clare 

The Flame of Friendship was lit by 
Council member Christine Kent, A54  

Constitution Chairman Karen 
Winters chaired the day   
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In the afternoon, the Forum Q&A was the business part of the day. IIW President Kay Morland spoke about her visit to 
the United Nations headquarters in New York. Alwyn, our Media Manager, showed us how to use the Inner 
Wheel Australia website effectively, and we heard the very Emotional story of Tracy McLoughlin, who spoke 
very bravely of her battle with Domestic Violence.  It was very moving and left all of us with a tear in our eyes 
and a realisation of how hard it is to escape from that world. IWA President Clare spoke about the Container 
deposit Scheme, and how members can use this to benefit our National Project.  

 

 

  

Banner Presentation by District Chairmen  

A40 A50 

A53 

A54 A55 
A60 

A62 
A70 

A76 
A77 

A61 
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 Friday night’s Gala dinner was held at the Corowa club, with a Federation theme. Some members embraced 
the theme, and came dressed up in their Federation costumes, whilst others came in their formal attire. 
Entertainment was provided by Belinda and Tim, a guitar/flute and Saxophone/piano due, who played an 
eclectic mix of European folk songs, traditional Balkan music, Bossa Nova and jazz.  

The tables were beautifully decorated, and the centre pieces later auctioned off, to raise more funds for Cord 
Blood Research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Night’s Gala dinner 

IWA President Clare with the NZ contingent 
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Professor Richard D’Andrea. 
A professor of Leukaemia 
Biology and head of the 
Acute Leukaemia lab at the 
centre for cancer biology at 
the University of South 
Australia 

Dr Tegan White is an early career 
Postdoctoral researcher in the 

Ritchie Centre, Hudson 
Institute, Monash 
University 

IPP Julie and National Project coordinator Eluned Clark announced this year’s National Project Grant Recipients:               
Dr. Tegan White, Prof. Richard D’Andrea, and Dr. Ying Wong.  

Dr Ying Wong 
A research fellow at the 
University of Adelaide. She 
completed her PhD in2021 
receiving the Dean’s 
commendation for Doctoral 
Thesis Excellence. 

Council member Erica Peck 
extinguished the 
Flame at the end of a 
very successful 
evening  

Kay and Christine drawing the 
Raffle prizes   
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Day 3:  Saturday 18 October: Business Meeting 

Saturday’s Business Meeting was opened by President Clare and the Flame of Friendship lit by Council member A60 
Jan Tozer.  Business was dealt with in a timely manner, followed by the Rose Ceremony.   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail Matthews OAM 

Irene Jackson 

Di Roberts Eileen Lane Joy Kingham Jean Pearse 

Meryl Wilson Mary Keenan Fay Leach Ruth Aubin Sue Coates Margaret Milne 

Barbara Hitchins Patsy Mansell 

Jan Garske June Lesslie 

Wendy Crook OAM 

Jill Tinson 

Olive Winspear Alice Reid Yvonne Moulds Helen Crossley Joan Field Bronwyn Hacker 

Betty Funston 

Beryl Ellem 

Ursulla Murrell Loris Begg Elaine Berryman Wendy Bibby 

Robyn Rehbein Lexley Roberts Margaret Prouton Joan Rae Rosa Sturiale Vivienne Anderson 
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The Business Meeting today also featured Eluned’s Report on our National Project: Cord Blood 
Research. 64 Grants have been awarded since 2002, and a total of $ 4 million was raised. 
Eluned handed out badges to all the District National Project coordinators.  

The Corowa Town Crier- 
Roy Monte opened 
the meeting in style   

National project Coordinators   

District A77 then did their skit to promote the IWA Conference for 2026, to be held in Maroochydore, QLD 
on 14th to 17th October. Then A40 did their “Cappuccino Strip” skit for 2027’s Conference in WA  

A77 Promoting the 2026 Conference with   
“Let the Sun Shine In”  

A76 CM Chris Jarvis 
extinguished the Flame    

A40 Promoting the 2027 Conference    

Patti Stafford - Wangaratta IW 
Club A61 received the 
President’s Award from IPP 
Julie. 

Past IWA President Hilary Gardner received 
the IWA 40th birthday certificate on 
behalf of her club, Tea Tree Gully A70 

A70 District Chairman Karen Grantham  
received the IWA 40th birthday 
certificate on behalf of Mobilong Club, 
which had no delegates at the conference. 
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Saturday evening Friendship dinner: “70’s” 
Saturday night was a Fun night, with everyone rocking up in their best ‘70’s’ gear. Members and partners 

danced the night away to songs from the 70’s by the amazing Standard Procedure band, a dynamic 5-
piece band, playing the very best of the 70’s Disco hits. Everyone came in their “Flower Power” 
costumes, and Peace signs were all the rage! A great night for friendships to be cemented and letting 
loose after a very successful conference.   
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Betty Flood and Margaret Lenord, from 
IWC Inverell, were both presented 
with an Honoured Active Award. 

IWA President Clare presenting a 
Margarette Golding award 
certificate and pin to Joyce 
Duncan, Balmain IW Club  
 

Outgoing President Marion presented an Honoured Active 
Membership Award To Bev Anderson and Meryl 
Boneham at their changeover dinner in July. 

IWC Kalamunda celebrated their 60th Birthday. Above: Members of 
Kalamunda IW Club at the luncheon. below right: IWA 
President Clare presenting the Club with their certificate. 

A40 council member, Coralie Deshon, gave Ann 
DeJong, IWC Gosnells, a fifty-year 
membership badge and certificate, 
recognising 57 years of service to the 
club. Ann also turned 90 years of age! 

 

Gloria from IWC Wyong 
turned 102!! 

What a milestone to reach! 

Philippa Pampel received an Honoured Active 
Membership Award at Broadbeach’s July 
changeover. 

Christine Siebuhr from 
Toowoomba received her 
25-year badge in 
September 

Betty Hay and Suzanne lee-Archer from 
the Sunshine Coast Club received 
Honoured Active Membership 
Awards  

Violet Roberts from Gold 
Coast North received 
an Honoured Active 
Membership Award  

Awards received by IW members and Milestone Birthdays 
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IWA CONFERENCE 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

                                         

https://innerwheelaustralia.org.au SCAN ME 

 

Objects of Inner Wheel  

• To promote true 

friendship 

• To encourage the ideals 

of personal service  

• To foster international 

understanding  

 

Containers for Change Deposit Scheme 


